
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
December 15, 2005 
 
TO:    Transportation Authority of Marin Commissioners 
 
FROM: Dianne Steinhauser, Executive Director 
 
RE: Main Sonoma Narrows – East Washington Interchange Funding Plan, Agenda Item 15 
 
Executive Summary 
The Sonoma County Transportation Authority (SCTA) desires to use Marin Sonoma Narrows 
Transportation Congestion Relief Program (TCRP) funds for construction of the East Washington 
interchange.   This item was discussed at the Executive Committee meeting on December 7, 
2005.  The Executive Committee was supportive of SCTA’s efforts to deliver the East 
Washington Interchange project, but requested TAM and SCTA work together to develop an 
overall funding and phasing plan for the Marin Sonoma Narrows, and that an amount equal to 
the TCRP amount be prioritized for an early Marin phase.     
 
The attached SCTA staff report outlines the background and status of the East Washington 
Interchange in Petaluma.  The project is proposed as an early delivery element of the Marin 
Sonoma Narrows.  The limits of the Marin Sonoma Narrows project along U.S. 101 are just south 
of State Route 37 in Novato to just south of Old Redwood Highway in Petaluma.  The Marin 
Sonoma Narrows project is in the EIR/S preparation stage.  The EIR/S is scheduled for 
completion in July 2007.  Preparation of Plans, Specifications and Estimate (PS&E) would 
commence then, and projects would be ready to advertise for construction in July 2009. 
 
The TCRP funding has been suspended every year since it was adopted in 2001, except for the 
current FY 2005-06, and relies on the Governor and Legislature not suspending the assignment 
of the sales tax to transportation purposes.  The California Transportation Commission (CTC) 
has limited TCRP allocations to construction projects that were ready to go.  TAM was able to 
take advantage of this and obtain a construction allocation for the 101 HOV Gap Closure this 
year.   
 
The Marin Sonoma Narrows TCRP funds are currently programmed for PS&E, to be used after 
the completion of the EIR/S.  There is a very high probability that the TCRP funding will not be 
available in the future.  This strategy, programming the funds next year for construction, would 
position Sonoma to capture the funds if the Governor and Legislature choose to keep the sales 
tax on gasoline in transportation.  However, PS&E funds would not be available when needed, 
and a replacement would need to be identified.  The adoption of a full funding plan needs to be a 
condition, therefore, of TAM support. 
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Recommendation: 
 
Staff recommends: 
 
 

1. That TAM direct staff to work with SCTA to program the TCRP funds to construct the 
East Washington interchange project, conditioned on the adoption of a funding and 
phasing plan that addresses logical phases of construction in the corridor, with a 
minimum of early funding in Marin County equal to the TCRP amount of $15M. 

 
 
 
Attachments: 
 
SCTA Staff Report dated December 12, 2005 
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